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To help improve communication, ORSPA has created this “News Update” 
to highlight current activity or issues affecting neighbors along the Newberg 
Pool area of the Willamette River.  We hope to send these out on a regular 
basis — whenever we have news.  

Who is ORSPA?
The Oregon River Safety & Preservation Alliance (ORSPA) is a 

nonprofit organization comprised of water sports enthusiasts, paddlers, 
fishermen, nature lovers, riverfront farmers, and property owners. 

While our current focus is on the Upper Willamette, our mission is to 
preserve Oregon’s rivers for everyone by supporting policies that: 

• Balance the needs of different types of river users;
• Improve safety and protection of people and property (e.g., boats, 

docks, shoreline);
• Minimize adverse impacts so that our waterways remain viable as a 

recreational resource for a wide range of users for generations to 
come.
For more info, please go to www.orspa.org.

Oregon Marine Board approves new wake rules for Newberg Pool
This spring and summer will see some changes on the section of the 

Willamette River known as the Newberg Pool.   In January, the Oregon 
State Marine Board (OSMB) adopted new rules for this section of the river 
(river mile 30 to 50).  Here is a link to the press release on this decision 

http://www.orspa.org


from the OSMB:  https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/info/Documents/News-
Releases/PostJanBdMtgRel2019_Final.pdf

The biggest change will involve boats producing wakes for surfing or 
operating a boat at a speed between “slow-no-wake” and planing (riding on 
the surface of the water) in certain areas.  Wake surfing will need to be 300 
feet away from docks/boat houses and towing of inflatable devices will 
need to remain 200 feet away from docks and similar structures.

In narrower sections of the river where there may not be 300 feet 
between docks on each side of the river, the boat must operate on the 
center line of the river only.  

In addition, wake surfing or producing surfing wakes will NOT be 
allowed in several restricted zones.   Some sections of the Newberg Pool 
will see additional wake surfing activity.  The Oregon State Marine Board 
plans to place buoys and post the new rules at appropriate places 
throughout the Newberg Pool.

The establishment of specific sections of the river allowing boats 
producing surfing wakes will make enforcement of infractions easier than 
the former rule which banned wake enhancement devices.  The Marine 
Board plans to review these rules in one, three and five years.

The new OSMB rules can be found at:    https://www.oregon.gov/
osmb/info/Documents/Board-Meetings/ItemGNewbergPoolStaffRept.pdf

Legislation efforts in Salem
ORSPA — with the assistance and support of the Willamette 

Riverkeeper, Calm Water Coalition, 1000 Friends of Oregon, Oregon 
Property Owners Association and the Willamette Greenway Alliance, 
among others — has introduced two legislative bills this session.  Both 
received unanimous yes recommendations to pass out of the House 
Natural Resources Committee.

House Bill 2351
Proposed to incorporate the Oregon State Marine Board into the inter-
agency efforts to protect Willamette River under the Willamette Greenway 
statutes.  The other agencies tasked to this protection do not have the 
ability to regulate boating activities.  In the past, the OSMB has expressed 
their inability to consider boating activity on soil erosion along the river.   
This bill will help protect shorelines along the river.  This bill was passed by 
the Oregon House of Representatives on April 8, 2018.  It now moves to 
the Senate Committee on Environment for review.
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House Bill 2352
Proposed to establish a towed water sports endorsement to a boating 
license, increased education for boat operators who tow skiers/surfers/
riders, increases penalties for violations by boat operators, including 
possible suspension of boat license for repeated offenses, and increases 
data collection in the Newberg Pool.  This bill will increase knowledge of 
boat operators in the Newberg Pool about the issues of regulations and 
management of wakes in the Newberg Pool and increase consequences of 
violations of OSMB regulations in the Newberg Pool.  This bill has moved 
to the Joint Ways and Means Committee for review.

Scientific studies to look at the effects of wakes on shorelines
More science is needed to help understand what wakes do to the 

shorelines in a narrow section of the Willamette River like the Newberg 
Pool.  ORSPA completed a nationwide review of literature and discovered 
there was a lack of scientific research that applied to rivers such as the 
Willamette.  Last year ORSPA assisted in an academic study on wake 
effects in the Willamette River.

Working under the direction of a legislative work group formed by 
former Oregon Representative Rich Vial, ORSPA helped coordinate a 
study to gauge the size of waves created from different wake sport boats in 
the Newberg Pool (see the full study at:  https://static1.squarespace.com/
static/5a0ba0f9e5dd5bce46ef4ed2/t/
5c01dec34d7a9cb0b6f25937/1543626456377/
AMC+Wave+Wake+Study_HB4099+Motorboat+Working+Group+REPORT
.pdf)

This spring, ORSPA will assist professors from Oregon State 
University and the University of Portland to initiate scientific research into 
the effects of soil/bank erosion in the Newberg Pool during the summer 
boating season.  Landowners are being recruited to assist by allowing data 
collections on their property this summer.

Upcoming Oregon State Marine Board Meetings and Public Comment 
requests:

• The next OSMB board meeting will be at 9 a.m. on April 15, 2019 at the 
OSMB Salem Office, 435 Commercial St. NE, Salem, OR:    https://
www.oregon.gov/osmb/info/Documents/News-Releases/
AprilBdMtgRel.pdf
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• OSMB is soliciting written comments on a petition received on March 25, 
2019, regarding the recent administrative rules (OAR) adopted affecting 
boat operation in the Newberg Pool on the Willamette River.  Petitioners 
are asking the Marine Board to:  “repeal the recent Amendments made to 
OAR 250-020-0032 Boat Operations on the Willamette River in 
Clackamas County and OAR 250-020-0385 Boat Operations in Yamhill 
and Marion Counties.”  The petition is also requesting “that the rules 
should revert (be restored) to the rules and wording that was in place 
prior to the amendments passed on Jan 22, 2019 and filed on Jan 29, 
2019”.  Written comments can emailed, faxed, or sent by US post,  to: 
June LeTarte, Rules Coordinator, 435 Commercial St NE, Salem, OR 
97301, Fax: 503-378-4597.  Email: osmb.rulemaking@oregon.gov.  The 
Public Comment Period closes at 5 p.m. on May 17, 2019.  Comments 
must be received prior to the closure time/date to be considered.   You 
can view an electronic copy of the entire petition online at:  https://
www.oregon.gov/osmb/info/Documents/
OSMB_Petition_2019_03_25.pdf.  The OSMB board will consider the 
petition at its June 18, 2019, board meeting in Salem.

For more information or to contact us, please go to our website at 
www.orspa.org.
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