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To help improve communication, ORSPA has created this “News Update” 
to highlight current activity or issues affecting neighbors along the Newberg 
Pool area of the Willamette River.  We hope to send these out on a regular 
basis — whenever we have news.  

Who is ORSPA?
The Oregon River Safety & Preservation Alliance (ORSPA) is a 

nonprofit organization comprised of water sports enthusiasts, paddlers, 
fishermen, nature lovers, riverfront farmers, and property owners. 

While our current focus is on the Upper Willamette, our mission is to 
preserve Oregon’s rivers for everyone by supporting policies that: 

• Balance the needs of different types of river users;
• Improve safety and protection of people and property (e.g., boats, 

docks, shoreline);
• Minimize adverse impacts so that our waterways remain viable as a 

recreational resource for a wide range of users for generations to 
come.
For more info, please go to www.orspa.org.

Oregon Legislature passes two bills to help protect the Willamette
The 2019 Oregon Legislative session ended with a bang on Sunday, 

June 30.  Legislators passed nearly 100 bills before adjourning to meet 
their mandated deadline.  

http://www.orspa.org


ORSPA is extremely proud that two of the bills it supported passed 
this season. A lot of hard work and effort went into getting these bills 
passed.  Thank you to everyone who helped with this successful effort!  
Below is a brief summary of each bill along with a link for you to read the 
full bill:

• Fighting bank and soil erosion — HB2351
This bill authorizes the Oregon State Marine Board to adopt 
regulations to protect the shoreline in the Willamette River 
Greenway.  This bill authorizes the Marine Board to establish 
methods to manage boat wake energy to protect shorelines, public 
and private property, fish and wildlife habitat and vegetation.  The 
OSMB shall consider Willamette River Greenway and land use 
planning goals.  Link to the full bill:  https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/
2019R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2351/Enrolled

• Boater education and licensing — HB2352
Boaters engaging in wake surfing and wake boarding in the 
Newberg Pool will be required to obtain an additional certification to 
operate in the Newberg Pool (river mile 30-50).  A boater education 
program will be developed by the OSMB.  The bill also increases 
violations to a maximum $1,000 fine.  Repeat violations increase to 
$2,000 and suspension of boating license for a year.   The fees are 
to be used to pay the costs of the program and to increase funding 
for law enforcement.  Regulations pertaining to this bill will be 
developed by the OSMB in the coming months.  Link to the full bill: 
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Downloads/
MeasureDocument/HB2352/Enrolled

• Waterway access permits for non-motorized boats — SB47
An additional bill related to the Willamette River is SB47 which 
requires non-motorized boats, such as canoes, paddle boards and 
kayaks 10 feet and over, to register their crafts with the Oregon 
State Marine Board.  The fees under this bill are relatively small but 
will help give the non-motorized community a voice at the OSMB.  
In the past, OSMB has paid very little attention to the group of 
waterway users.  Link to full bill:  https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/
2019R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB47/Enrolled
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Special thanks
Several key legislators worked long and hard to help pass these key 

pieces of legislation.  Their leadership helped bring together analysis from 
scientists and other experts from Oregon State University to examine how 
large wakes affect the Willamette River and how these bills could help 
mitigate damage to the river and protect shorelines, homes, property, fish 
and wildlife as well as create an overall safer environment for river 
recreation.   

Special thanks to those hardworking legislators including:  
Representatives Karin Power, Ken Helm, Susan McLain, Courtney Neron, 
Marty Wilde, Jeff Reardon, Brad Witt and Senator Kathleen Taylor.  

An extra special thanks to Travis Williams of Willamette 
Riverkeeper and Rene Morgan and others from the Calm Water 
Coalition for their hard work and commitment to helping pass these bills 
and protect the glorious Willamette River.

Buoys and new rules in place for Newberg Pool
The Newberg Pool has new regulations this summer regarding wake 

surfing and boating distances from docks and shore lines.  In January, the 
Oregon State Marine Board (OSMB) adopted these new rules for this 
section of the river (river mile 30 to 50).  Here is a link to the press release 
on this decision from the OSMB:  https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/info/
Documents/News-Releases/PostJanBdMtgRel2019_Final.pdf

Wake surfing is now limited only to specific zones in the Newberg 
pool and must remain at least 300 feet from shore lines or docks.  Wake 
boarding, waterskiing and other towed activities are allowed throughout the 
Newberg Pool, however boats must remain 200 feet away from docks and 
similar structures.  In narrower sections of the river where there may not be 
300 feet between docks on each side of the river, a boat must operate on 
the center line of the river only.  

The establishment of specific sections of the river allowing boats 
producing surfing wakes should make enforcement of infractions easier 
than the former rule which banned wake enhancement devices.  The 
Marine Board has committed to reviewing these rules in one, three and five 
years.  The new OSMB rules can be found at:    https://www.oregon.gov/
osmb/info/Documents/Board-Meetings/ItemGNewbergPoolStaffRept.pdf

Safety Committee to review Newberg Pool rules
The Oregon State Marine board created a panel tasked with 

objectively evaluating the implementation of its new rules for the Newberg 
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Pool and how those rules affected 2019 boating activity.  The panel, called 
the Mid-Willamette Safety Committee, is being asked to comprehensively 
look at the rules over the next few months and report to the Marine Board 
at their Oct. 23-24 board meeting.  The panel consists of members from 
various users groups, along with law enforcement, who will evaluate how 
the rules worked over the summer, look at the education and signage 
about the rules and how the rules affected safety and congestion.  The 
panel is being coordinated by Josh Mulhollem, environmental and policy 
program manager.  He can be reached by email at 
josh.Mulhollem@oregon.gov.

In a June 20 flash alert from the OSMB (https://flashalert.net/id/OSMB/
125516), the agency stated:  “In March, the agency received a petition to 
repeal the recently-adopted boat operation rules for the Newberg Pool on 
the Willamette River.  After deliberation, the Marine Board unanimously 
denied the petition, citing the need to first evaluate the effectiveness of the 
current rules.  “The Marine Board agreed that they wanted to see if 
signage, buoys, and increased enforcement would help,” said Marine 
Board Member, Vince Castronovo.  “We need to give these rules a chance 
and boaters time to learn them.”  The Marine Board asked OSMB staff to 
consider the petitioners’ concerns and to work closely with a recently 
established Mid-Willamette Waterway Safety Committee to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the new rules on the stretch of the Willamette in question.  
OSMB staff was instructed to monitor the boating season in the Newberg 
Pool and give a presentation to the Marine Board on the effectiveness of 
the current rules October meeting.  At that time, the Marine Board may 
consider opening rulemaking.”

Scientific studies start this summer to gauge shoreline erosion
Professors from Oregon State University and the University of 

Portland are working this summer to conduct scientific research into the 
effects of soil/bank erosion in the Newberg Pool during the summer 
boating season.  Twenty-four sites in the Newberg Pool will be monitored 
this summer, with four sites receiving intensive monitoring.  To date, more 
than 3,000 video images have been uploaded from this study.   The study 
is working to gather data and measure shoreline erosion during this current 
summer boating season.  The scientists are working with landowners to 
collect data on their property throughout the summer.
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Upcoming Oregon State Marine Board Meetings:  The next OSMB 
board meeting will be in Salem on Oct. 23-24, 2019.

For more information or to contact us, please go to our website at 
www.orspa.org.
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